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Ils ne tardent pas @ obeir a cette maladie generale qui precipite toute la 
jeuneffe de province vers labime de corruption, 
TABLEAU DE Paris, 


O the hiftorian and the antiquary it is matter of curious invefti- 
gation, to trace the progrefs of expence and luxury through the | 

different {tages of increafing wealth and advancing refinement in a 
country, and to obferve the war which for fome time is carried on 
between the retraining powers of grave and virtuous legiflators, and 
the diffipated inclinations of a rich and luxurious people. In this 
conteft, indeed, the inequality of the parties is eafily difcernible, 
and the effets of that inequality readily forefeen. The firft fump- 
tuary law that is paffed is the fignal of that growing opulence which 
is {oon to overturn it; and the weak barriers of fucceflive reftraints 
and regulations are in vain oppofed to a force, which the progrefs of 
time and of manners daily renders more irrefiftible, Luxury, like a 
river, is harmle{s amidft the barren mountains where it firft begins to 
rife; but in the fruitful vallies of its after courfe, its fize is enlarged, 
and its power increafed, in proportion to the mifchief it may caufe; 
and the mounds which were oppofed to its encroachments only ferve 
to mark the defolation it has made, 

Great cities are the natural ftages for luxury and diffipation of 
every fort. Again{t great cities therefore the lawgiver fometimes, 
as well as the moralift, has exerted his authority, and endeavoured to 
hinder people from crouding together, to wafte their means, and to cor- 
rupt their principles, in that circle of extravagance, of vanity, and of 
vice, to which a town gives fcope and encouragement. In Scotland, at a 
very early period, attempts were made to controul this abufe, as it was 
thought, by law: more than three centuries ago it was “‘itatute and 
“ ordained, That the Lords fhould dwell in their caftles and manours, 
“ and expend the fruit of their lands in the countrie where their lands 
** Jay.” And King James I. of England, when tranfplanted into the 
richer foil of our fifter kingdom, had not forgotten the wholefome reftric- 
tions of his anceftors. In his fpeech in the Star-chamber, anno 1616, he 
inveighs againft the overgrown fize of London, which he declares was 
become a nuifance to the whole kingdom, After enumerating many 
pernicious confequences of which this was the caufe, and afcribing the 
evil in terms rather ungallant as well as coarfe, to the influence of the 
Ladies *, he goes fo far as to fay, that he would have the new build- 
ings pulled down, and the builders committed to prifon, 


* « One of the greateft caufes of all genthemens defire that have no calling or errand to 
*€ dwell in London is apparently the pride of the women: for if they bee wives, then their 
“€ hufbands; and if they bee maydes, then their fathers, muft bring them up to London; 
** becaufe the new fafhion is to be had no where but in London: and here, if they bee un- 
‘** married, they marr their marriages; and if they be married, they loofe their reputa- 
** tions, and rob their hufbands purfes.” Works of K. James, in folio, p. 567. & 568. 
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In thefe days of liberty and enlarged ideas, the reftraints of law, 
or the recommendations of rovalty, are not employed to check abufes 
of that fort which do not violate the great bonds of fociety, or openly 
difturb the good order and government of the ftate. The law is con- 
tented to punifh public crimes; private vices and private follies it 
leaves to the cognifance and the cenfure of the preacher and the mo- 
ralift, or to the lighter correction of the fatirift or the comedian. 
Thefe reformers are of that milder clafs who are fatisfied if they can 
circum{cribe, though they do not extirpate the mifchief. Indeed it 
is to be doubted if they defire to extirpate it; or whether they do not, 
like good fportfmen with foxes, only wifh torun down part of the 
game, and leave a breed, for their own amufement, behind. 

Of thefe hunters of folly and of diflipation, great cities have not 
failed to attract the notice, and awaken the cenfure. Rome, Paris, 
and London, have found Fuvenals, Bozleaus, and Fobnfons, to attack 
them. But on this fubject in general, | know no body who has hit 
on a better idea for expofing them, than the author of Triram Shandy, 
who, in fome paflage of that eccentric and witty performance, makes 
one of his perfonages propofe, that judges fhould be appointed at the 
avenues of every metropolis, where each perfon, when he arrives 
from the country, fhould be obliged to give an account of the bufi- 
nefs which brings him to town. Unfortunately, he has only ftarted, 
without purfuing the thought; and the imagination is left to fuppofe 
the general effect of the inquiry, without being led to any particular 
examination of individuals. 

1 was mentioning this the other day to a brother Lounger of mine, 
whom I have for fome time remarked as the humorift of his circle in 
the coffeehoufe where we occafionally meet. He catched the idea im- 
mediately; and having fmiled fome moments to himfelf as if inwardly 
enjoying it, ‘* What a precious catalogue of fools,” faid he, ‘* might 
** one have had even here, if fuch an examination had taken place of 
** thofe who refort to Edinburgh for the winter! But for this feafon 
‘* IT can in fome degree fupply the omiffion: You muft know | am 
* fworn brother, as Prince Hal fays, to fome of the moft intelligent 
© waiters at one or two of the hotels here in the neighbourhood; and 
“* thefe rafcals, who are as /moky as the devil, entertain me now and 
“¢ then with an account of arrivals, as they call it, not only in their 
* own houfes, but in thofe around them; for they have all a hawk’s 
** eye for a poft-chaife or a travelling coach, and mark thofe who go 
** paft as well as thofe who ftop at their doors, ‘I have actually taken 
“ down fome memoranda of their intelligence; but | have not the 
‘“* pocket-book here at prefent: put me in mind, and I will thew it 
** you to-morrow.”—I did not fail to require the fulfilment of the 
promife; and next day my acquaintance, being in a hurry, gave me 
the book home with me, from which | made fome extracts, which 
I fhall take the liberty of laying before my readers, along with the 
notes which the gentleman feemed to have fet down as a fort of coin- 
mon place on the facts he had collected. They were entered under 
feveral leaves, on the firft of which was this motto, 





‘They run, 
Some to undo, and fome to be undone, 


December 20. A coach with eight infides, befides two boys and 
their governor in the Dilly,—came to town for the education of the 
children ;—a large family, could not afford to keep them in the coun- 

try; 
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try; therefore taken a houfe in the town at fixteen guineas a-month, 
next door to Lady Rumpus—The two eldeft Mifles went {ftraight 
to the milliner’s over the way.— Mamma called tor the Aflembly’s 
{ub{cription-book.— Lady Rumpus had been fo obliging as to {fet 
down her name; fhe added Mifs Eliza’s and Mifs Sophia’s:—“* They 
“ mutt not,” fhe faid, “ be foundered in their education."-—The two 
young Ladies returned from Mrs Robert/on’s with new Hats on their 
heads, new Bofoms and new Bebinds in a band-box —— (Note, Verifi- 
cation of the cant vulgarifm about a band-box.)—Miis Sophia tore her hat 
in getting in at the parlour door, 


January 2, Another family with three tall young Ladies,—come to 
rown for hufbands,—fquired by a gentleman in a hunting uniform 
on a handfome bay gelding.—The houfekeeper, who came foine time 
after, mounted on a pad behind one of the footmen, faid the gentle- 
man on the bay gelding was an admirer of the eldeft of the three 
young ladies; that they hoped it would have been a match before 
now, but people were fo fhy in the country; they would get better 
acquainted in town.—The young gentleman’s valet bef{poke a room for 
his mafter next door to his {weet-heart’s, 


In the Afternoon, two Ladies in mourning, in an old-fafhioned cha- 
riot, drove by a fat coachman in jack-boots, and attended by a 
plough-boy on a rat-tailed coach-horfe. Humphrey called for a tank- 
ard of porter, and told all about the Ladies, in the kitchen.—The 
young one, an heirefs, who has lately buried her brother, and taken 
pofleffion of his eftate, and is come to town to learn how to make 
a figure. The elder, a widow, a relation, who has been with her 
young kinfwoman ever fince her brother’s death; a wife lady, who is 
to teach her young friend fathion and fentiment. Their carriage was 
{topped on the tireet by a drove of cattle,—and one of them gored 
the rat-tail’d horfe behind—The widow {fcolded, and afked if they 
knew whofe chariot ic was they incommoded. 

(Note. 4 parallel between the widow and the grafier ;—but he came 

to town to fell his own ¢atile.) 


January 3. ‘Two young gentlemen and a pointer, in a chaife- and 
four, fplafhed to the eyes. The youngeft called by his companion 
Sir John.—Sir John pulled out his watch at the door.—“ Run it in an 
“ hourand feventeen minutes, dammee,”—Gave the poft-boys a crown. 
—His companion ordered their beds, and every thing in the houfe for 
fupper. Sent the boot-ketch to Hart’s for a pair of Spanith boots ;—to 
Bruce’s for patent fpurs, a bludgeon ftick, a pair of buckles, and a 
tobacco box.—Called for a bottle of gin, a caraff of water, and a 
pack of cards, to take a hand at drag till fupper-time, 

(Note. Zhe young fellow im Jcarlet is at prefent a Natural; his com- 

panion will turn him into a Maker.) 


Same day. An elderly grave looking gentleman, with a gray-haired 
fervant in a plufh coat, and velvet cap, riding after him, with a large 
portmanteau, and a wax-cloth bag. An excife officer, who was pail- 
ing, talked of examining his baggage. John opened the portmanteau 
and bag, and thewed him what was within. Nothing but parchments 
and papers relating to a law-fuit, about two roods of ground, which 
had lafted for fix winter-feflions, between him and his neighbour Dr 
Tefty.—A little fquat man rode by him on a dun poney: John faid, 

this 
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this was his mafter’s country lawyer, who had been of the greateft ufe 
to him in his procefs, and who indeed fcarce did any thing elfe but 
attend to this gentleman’s affairs, 


Fanuary 5. A jolly, red-faced, middle-aged Gentleman, with his 
fervant in the chaife along with him, and a little medicine-cheft, as 
he called it, with fquare bottles, and labels upon them written in 
Dutch—Came to town to confult about his gout; but his man told 
the chambermaid, he always left the country when a club broke up 
in a little town near him, of which he was the oldeft member.—John 
faid, he wifhed the winter were fairly over, and they were got fafe 
out of Edinburgh again ; becaufe it was hard living in this town of 
ours. “ In the country,” faid John, “ we get drunk but once a-day, 
** and are generally in bed by eleven.” 


January 6. Ina return chaife from the Weft, Richard IIT, and Ham- 
let Prince of Denmark, Set down the Queen at the Tap-room, O- 
phelia and her three children to come by the caravan, 

Mem. to the waiter, who is an old acquaintance of Richard’s, to 
fend to the waggon for the parcels: my Legs and Back to my own 
lodgings ; Fal/laff’s Belly, and Bardolph’s Nofe, to Hallisn’s, 





Fanuary 8. Pafled a coach with Ladies, two maid fervants, and an 
old butler, in a chaife behind, the gentleman and _ his fon on horfe- 
back. Mr from fhire, gone to his own houfe, N° 7,.— Send 
word to the poor widow who loft her hufband laft week. 











Here the journal ftopped fhort, for that gentleman’s good ations 
are not eafily traced; but | could fupply the blank; for N° 7. is the 
houfe of my excellent friend Benevolus. From the country, where he 
has encouraged induftry, and diffufed happinefs all around him, he 
comes at this feafon, like the fun, to cheer and gladden the inhabitants 
of another hemifphere. He comes to town to find a new fcene for his 
‘own virtues, and to fhew his children that world which is to profit by 
theirs. The fociety which he enjoys, and into which he introduces 
his family, is chiefly of that fort which is formed to inftruct and to 
improve them, If fometimes of a gayer or more thoughtlefs kind, 
it is however always untainted with vice, and undebafed by folly ; for 
there are no focial moments, however much unbent or unreftrained, on 
which a wife and good man does not ftamp fomewhat of the purity 
and dignity of his own nature. At Benevolus’s table, | have feen the 
fame guefts behave with the moft perfect propriety and good-man- 
ners, who but a few doors from him held a converfation and deport- 
ment equally repugnant to both. Nor does his benignity hold out lefs 
encouragement to the worthy, than his good fenfe and virtue impofes 
reverence on the unthinking. At his table, unafluming merit fits al- 
ways at her eafe, and confcious obligation feels perfect independence. 
No body ever cites his power or his rank, but to illuftrate the noble- 
nefs of his mind; nor {peaks of his wealth, but as the in{ftrument of 
his benevolence, 


EDINBURG HH: 


Publifhed by WILLIAM CREECH; by whom Communications 
from Correfpondents are received, 


Next Saturday will be publifhed N° LV, 








